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delegates of Korea. No member of the Korean Cabinet
appeared to have had any knowledge that such a step was
about to be taken, and the conclusion followed that the act
was ascribable to the Emperor alone, as instigated, no doubt,
by a coterie of irresponsible native counsellors and their
obscure foreign coadjutors, whose mischievous advice had
already so often led His Majesty astray.

The Tokyo Government acted with promptness and
decision in dealing with the latest phase of the Korean
problem. Viscount Hayashi, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
was appointed to convey in person the views of the Govern-
ment to His Excellency Marquis Ito, and was commissioned
with the disposal of Korean affairs after consultation with
the Marquis on the spot1 Viscount Hayashi bore with him
several somewhat different plans, between which decision was
to be reached after his arrival at Seoul; but all of them con-
templated leaving the details very largely to the Resident-
General. It is pertinent to say, with authority^ in this
connection, that none of these plans included, much less sug-
gested or required, the abdication of the Emperor; although
Marquis Ito had become quite conclusively convinced that
the reform of Korean affairs could never be accomplished
with the co-operation of the present ruler of the land, or
indeed otherwise than in spite of his utmost opposition.

The Korean Emperor continued to disavow the Hague
delegation and to suggest the punishment of its members,
but his Cabinet did not take his disavowal seriously, and
pressed upon him the necessity of his abdication in the
interests of the country at large. After considerable discus-
sion and negotiation, on July 19 the Emperor agreed to
retire in favour of the Crown Prince, and a decree announcing
this fact was published in the Official Gazette at a later hour
the same morning. The Emperor sent a message to
Marquis Ito stating that he had abdicated his throne in
obedience to the dictate of his own conviction, and that his
action was not the result of any outside advice or pressure.

1 Cf. Ladd, p. 419.